
SOUTHERN DISTRICT f
f 

CALIFORNIA 

�s the trial courts of the federal government, district courts have limited jurisdiction over
a wide variety of civil and criminal cases. There are 94 federal judicial districts grouped into
12 regional circuits. The Southern District of California, created in 1966, is part of the 9th
Circuit and has jurisdiction over San Diego and Imperial Counties. The entire western
boundary of the Southern District lies on the Pacific Ocean. The entire southern boundary of
the District borders the Republic of Mexico. There are international ports of entry at San
Ysidro, Otay Mesa, Tecate, Calexico, and Andrade. The San Ysidro port of entry is the world's
busiest land crossing where over 14 million vehicles and 40 million people legally enter the
United States each year.

San Diego is the 8th largest city in the United States with a population of over 1.3 million
people. San Diego County has a population of more than 3 million; Imperial County has a
population of 160,000. As a major urban center, the Southern District of California
experiences the full range of legal and criminal
activities present in any metropolitan area. Because of its proximity to an international border,
the District continues to be a major corridor for both illegal immigration and illicit drug
trafficking activities. It is not surprising that the Southern District ranks fifth in the nation in
federal felony filings. The Southern District also handles the full range of civil litigation
common in large cities.

San Diego County is a major center for biotech research and wireless technology. This has
resulted in a number of highly complex patent and intellectual property cases in our federal
court. In 2011, the Southern District of California was selected to participate in a 10-year
Patent Pilot Program designed to enhance expertise in patent cases among U.S. District
Judges. The five designated Patent Pilot Judges have handled 90.9% of the patent cases filed
in the district since the program started. There has also been a 112.8% increase in the
number of patent filings in that time. Nationally, the Southern District of California had the
10th most patent cases filed in 2015.

Contact Information: 

Carter and Keep Courthouse, Suite 530  

333 West Broadway, San Diego, CA 92101 

Email: Community_ outreach@casd.uscourts.gov 
http://www.casd.uscourts.gov/judicial-learning 
Telephone: (619) 557-6928
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"Building confidence in American justice through 
education and understanding." 
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